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FIRST  SERMON. 


BEVELATION  XIV.  13. 

—blessed  are  the  dead  who  die  in  the  lord  from 
henceforth:  yea,  saith  the  spirit,  that  they 
may  rest  from  their  labours  ;  and  their  works 
3)0  follow  them. 


THE  life  of  every  human  being 
IS  a  trust  confided  to  him  by  his  Creator,  to 
be  withdrawn  at  his  pleasure,  and  to  be  used 
well,  while  it  is  permitted  to  continue.  We 
know  that  our  powers  must  be  laid  down  in 
the  grave.  And  that  we  can  look  forward  to 
such  an  event  without  insupportable  terrour ; 
that  we  can  overcome  the  reluctance  with 
which  the  body  submits  to  dissolution  by 
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considerations  that  affect  the  mind,  by  ani- 
mating views  of  futurity,  by  hopes  that  ar^ 
well  founded,  and  promises  that  cannot  be 
%dolated  or  forgotten — is  a  privilege  for 
which  we  are  indebted  to  Christianity^ 

From  henceforth  they  who  die  in  the  Lord 
are  blessed^  Froni  henceforth^  that  is,  as  I 
understand *"it,  from  the  time  when  Christ 
overcame  death,  and  tore  off  the  veil  which 
enveloped  him,  and  taught  mankind  that  the 
change  they  so  much  dreaded,  was  a  mere 
introduction  to  an  improved  state  of  exist- 
ence;— the  fears  of  the  upright  and  their  un- 
certainty should  cease.  The  life,  which  is 
about  to  be  withdrawn,  will  be  restored,  a 
more  valuable  gift,  hereafter.  The  perisha- 
ble form,  whose  uses  on  earth  are  ended, 
will  revive  and  be  immortal.  The  internal 
sources  of  felicity,  the  powers,  the  affections, 
the  virtues,  which  are  to  be  closed  up  by 
death,  will  again  send  forth  streams,  forever 
fresh  and  inexhaustible. 

The  change  which  is  effected  by  death  is, 
however,  considered  by  the  text  as  a  blessing 
to  those  only,  who  die  in  the  Lord,     Who 


then  are  these  persons,  and  why  is  their  de- 
parture out  of  this  life  a  blessing  ?  These 
are  the  topics  of  my  discourse. 

It  is  probable  that  these  words  have  some 
particular  reference  to  those  heroic  Christians 
of  antiquity,  who  defended  the  cause  of  their 
Master  through  the  miseries  of  a  most  san- 
guinary persecution,  and  who  laid  down 
their  lives,  expecting  to  be  rewarded  with  the 
crown  of  martyrdom.  But  the  language  is 
applicable  to  all,  who  have  lived  and  died  in 
the  faith  and  hope  of  the  gospel  ;  who  have 
reverenced  the  God  and  Father  of  Jesus,  and 
kept  his  commandments,  and  ingrafted  his 
spirit  upon  their  own  hearts.  To  die  in  the 
Lord,  or  which  is  the  same  thing  in  the  Chris- 
tian faith,  in  such  manner  as  to  be  entitled  to 
the  Christian  privileges  at  the  resurrection, 
it  is  necessary  to  have  acted  worthy  of  this 
faith,  to  have  maintained  an  invariable  love 
of  Christ,  and  to  have  devoted  life  to  his 
service. 

Now  the  love,  which  a  true  Christian  cher- 
ishes for  his  Master,  is  founded  on  a  regular, 
devout  contemplation  of  the  excellence  of  his 


character,  and  of  his  sublime  acts  of  benefi- 
cence. Jesus  has  gone  whither  our  senses 
cannot  reach  him.  He  is  known  to  us  only 
by  what  he  has  done  for  our  felicity,  and  by 
what  he  taught.  His  disciples  therefore  de- 
light to  dwell  upon  his  image,  as  they  find  it 
delineated  in  the  scriptures;  they  seek  to 
imbibe  some  portion  of  his  spirit ;  they  aim. 
to  walk  in  their  different  vocations,  as  he  him- 
self walked,  or  as  he  would  have  directed 
them ;  they  treasure  up  his  precepts  in  their 
memories  ;  they  suffer  no  day  to  pass  by, 
without  recurring  to  this  favourite  subject 
of  contemplation,  and  without  additional  ef- 
forts to  resemble  their  venerated  model  more 
perfectly. 

Their  love  is  steady,  profound,  sincere  ; — ■ 
unconquerable  by  adversity  or  by  death. 
They  find  themselves  perhaps  compelled  to 
endure  more  severe  sufferings  than  fall  to  the 
lot  of  others  ;  their  bereavements  may  be  pe- 
culiarly afflictive,  their  hearts  frequently  and 
deeply  wounded,  their  means  of  beneficence 
abridged  or  cut  off,  their  fidelity  and  perse- 
verance requited  unjustly.  Yet  none  of 
these  things  ever  move    them.     The    spirit 


of  the  apostles  and  martyrs,  that  pure  love 
of  Christ,  which  forbade  thera  to  shrink 
for  a  moment  from  their  duty,  attaches  these 
Christians  to  his  cause  with  equal  enthusi- 
asm. They  remember  the  exalted  character 
of  him  whom  they  serve,  the  intimate  com- 
munion which  subsisted  between  him  and 
his  Father,  the  unrivalled  powers  with  which 
his  Father  invested  him  ; — that  he  was  a  me- 
diator or  messenger  of  kindness  from  the 
Supreme  Being  to  a  depraved  world,  qualifi- 
ed most  amply  and  most  perfectly  to  rec- 
oncile sinners  to  their  offended  Creator,  to 
save,  as  it  is  expressed,  to  the  utmost  all 
who  come  unto  God  by  him  ;  that  he  is  the 
appointed  Judge  of  mankind  at  the  last  day, 
and  will  be  the  author  of  eternal  salvation 
to  those  who  obey  him. 

They  delight  to  consider  what  Christ  has 
actually  added  to  their  enjoyments,  how 
much  they  owe  to  his  voluntary  humihation, 
his  victory  over  the  world  and  its  tempta- 
tions, his  submission  to  a  life  of  misery. 
They  feel  that  whatever  safety  is  to  be  found 
under  the  influence  of  an  immaculate  system 
of  moral  and  religious  truth  ;  whatever  con- 
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$olatiori  in  the  assurance  that  the  repenting 
sinner  will  find  forgiveness  in  heaven  ;  what- 
ever support  is  given  to  oiir  virtue  and  com- 
fort to  our  sorrows  in  the  certainty  of  a  fu- 
ture state  of  retribution  and  felicity — are 
the  gift  of  this  great  beriefactor  of  the  hu- 
man race,  who  did  not  hesitate  for  theit 
sakes  to  sacrifice  his  life. — ^They  who  live  in 
Christ  and  are  devoted  to  Christ,  are  famil- 
iar with  these  truths.  Their  reverence  and 
their  gratitude  make  them  habitually  atten- 
tive to  his  honour.  They  are  jealous  with  a 
godly  jealousy,  lest  it  should  be  wounded  by 
the  neglect  of  friends  or  by  the  scorn  of  ene- 
mies. They  feel  an  attempt  to  diminish  that 
exalted  veneration,  which  they  believe  to  be 
his  due,  more  sensibly  than  an  indignity  offer- 
ed to  themselves. 

With  such  views,  and  such  love  to  their 
Saviour,  these  Christians  are  assiduous  in  stud- 
ying the  books  which  contain  his  instruc- 
tions, that  their  faith  may  be  confirmed,  that 
they  may  be  able  to  give  a  reason  for  what 
they  believe,  that  their  views  of  Christian 
truth  may  be  distinct  and  enlightened.  They 
do  this  with  a  fair  and  faithful  application  of 
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the  powers  which  God  has  given  them ;  con-? 
scious  that  there  are  difficulties  in  the  search 
for  truth  ;  fearful  lest  undue  prepossessions 
may  influence  them  too  strongly  ;  and  with 
hearts  raised  to  the  Fountain  of  all  wisdom  to 
guide  their  inquiries,  and  save  them  from  fall- 
ing into  any  dangerous  errour.  They  are 
humble,  because  they  feel  that  human  beings 
can  know  but  in  part ;  they  are  tolerant, 
from  a  sense  of  their  own  fallibility  and  in^ 
firmities  ;  they  are  candid  and  affectionate  to 
those  who  view  the  gospel  with  other  eyes, 
because  this  was  the  very  spirit  of  their  be- 
nevolent Master. 

Their  love  of  truth  leads  them  to  encour-^ 
age  all  judicious  endeavours  to  clear  up  the 
obscurities  of  the  scriptures.  They  are  iu:- 
terested  in  those  ancient  manners  and  cus- 
toms and  traits  of  character,  those  modes  of 
speaking  and  thinking  and  acting,  which 
were  familiar  to  the  sacred  writers,  and  to 
which  there  are  continual  allusions.  They 
delight  to  trace  the  progress  of  the  divine 
dispensations  to  mankind  ;  to  observe  the 
manner  in  which  the  love  of  God  has  been 
manifested  in  different  periods;  the  progress 


of  human  society,  of  its  knowledge  and  its 
virtue,  till  that  star  at  length  arose  in  the  East, 
by  whose  influence  the  nations  are  healed,  by 
whose  light  they  are  guided, — that  star  which 
can  never  set  and  never  be  extinguished. 

This  devotedness  of  heart  to  Christ  is  the 
source  of  innumerable  good  actions  and  of  the 
most  estimable  moral  qualities.  They  know 
that  Jesus  did  not  prove  his  love  to  God  by 
mere  habits  of  contemplation,  but  by  activi-* 
ty  and  usefulness.  His  example,  his  dili- 
gence, the  virtues  which  he  loved  and  the 
course  which  he  pursued,  are  constantly  be- 
fore their  eyes.  They  are  dissatisfied  with 
themselves  when  time  has  been  consumed  in 
indolence,  and  something  which  ought  to 
have  been  done,  has  been  neglected.  This 
feeling  always  rouses  them  to  exertion. 
They  call  to  mind  their  duties  and  their  re- 
sponsibility. They  feel  the  trust  which  God 
has  committed  to  them  in  their  children, 
their  connexions,  their  dependants ;  in  the 
vicious,  whom  it  is  in  their  power  to  reform, 
the  ignorant,  whom  their  knowledge  can  en- 
lighten, the  indigent,  whom  their  aiBuence 
can  relieve.     They  consider  that  the  life  of 


13 


Jesus  was  a  life  of  beneficence,  and  they 
seek  to  promote  the  cause  in  which  he  labour- 
ed, the  cause  of  virtue,  the  cause  of  social 
happiness,  by  their  instructions  and  their  ex- 
ample. 

They  know  that  their  influence  in  society 
is  one  of  those  talents  which  is  given  by  God 
to  be  used  well,  and  for  which  they  are  re- 
sponsible ;  that  their  good  or  bad  actions, 
their  language,  their  deportment  is  observed 
and  imitated  ;  that  it  is  important  therefore 
to  be  guarded  and  circumspect  in  their  beha- 
viour, to  encourage  no  malignity,  no  danger- 
ous or  unsocial  habits  by  expressions  of  ap- 
probation or  smiles  of  complacency ;  to  be 
condescending  to  the  weak,  and  kind  to  those 
whose  intentions  are  pure  though  their  man- 
ners may  be  repulsive  ;  to  bring  forth  excel- 
lencies that  are  concealed  by  timidity ;  to  be 
attentive  to  the  necessities,  the  infirmities, 
the  feelings  and  the  rights  of  all  around 
them.  They  feel  it  their  duty  to  display 
the  power  of  Christian  principle  in  their 
personal  as  well  as  social  dispositions,  in 
their  habitual  temperance  and  moderation, 
tenderness  and   good  will,  in  their  firm- 
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ness,  their  integrity,  their  submission  to  the 
will  of  the  Supreme  Being,  their  respect  for 
religious  institutions,  their  cheerfulness,  their 
forbearance.  Whatsoever  things,  in  one 
word,  are  true,  honest,  just,  lovely,  and  of 
good  report,  these  things  it  is  their  most  fer- 
vent desire  to  remember  and  to  practise, — - 
holding  the  faith  of  their  Master  in  unity  of 
spirit,  in  the  bond  of  peace,  and  in  righteous- 
ness of  life. 

These  then  are  the  persons  who  live  and 
die  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  and  whose  death  is 
blessed.  It  is  blessed  because  they  rest  from 
their  labours.  We  know  that  Christians,  ho Wr 
ever  sincere  in  their  faith,  are  not  exempted 
from  the  calamities  incident  to  human  nature. 
They  never  have  been  thus  exempted.  The 
immediate  followers  of  Jesus  were  taught  to 
prepare  themselves  for  a  life  of  suffering ;  and 
to  look  beyond  this  world  for  rest  and  unin- 
terrupted felicity.  They  encountered  trials, 
more  difficult,  it  is  true,  than  are  imposed  up- 
on us,  and  rendered  necessary  by  the  state  of 
the  world  at  that  time  and  by  the  nature  of 
their  employments.  But  they  were  neither 
promised  nor  did  they  expect  an  adequate  re- 
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compense  on  earth.  They  laboured,  that  the 
rest  which  succeeded  their  labours  might  be 
more  sweet ;  they  used  the  powers  commit- 
ted to  them,  for  the  sake  of  laying  them  down 
in  due  time  honourably  ;  they  thought  less  of 
the  means  than  the  end,  less  of  life  and  its  en- 
joyments than  of  their  departure  in  peace 
and  hope,  kss  of  the  race  than  the  crown. 

The  life  of  a  Christian  is  not  necessarily 
a  life  of  disquietude,  and  contention  with  the 
vicious;  because  in  an  improved  state  of  soci-^ 
ety  virtue  is  generally  estimated  as  it  deserves, 
and  is  allowed  to  be  the  safety  and  the  orna- 
ment of  man.  Yet  whose  virtue  can  save 
him  from  grief  and  disappointment,  from  un- 
expected poverty,  from  accidents  that  throw 
a  cloud  over  the  path  of  life,  from  the  pains 
of  a  lingering  disease  ?  The  upright  often 
find  life  a  gift,  from  which  they  derive  no 
pleasure,  and  from  which  they  would  willing- 
ly be  released.  They  find  themselves  alone, 
the  survivors  of  their  friends,  of  their  dearest 
sympathies,  of  their  powers  of  enjoyment. 
Their  understandings  may  become  feeble,  and 
doubts  and  perplexities  may  oppress  them. 
There  is  the  fear  that  they  have  gained  too 
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little  or  that  that  little  may  be  lost ;  the  pain- 
ful vigilance  with  which  they  are  obliged  to 
guard  their  conduct  and  restrain  their  pas- 
sions ;  the  temptations  and  trials  which  beset 
them  in  every  step  of  their  pilgrimage,— 
from  all  these  they  are  relieved  by  death. 
The  conflict  is  over  ;  the  weary  are  at  rest ; 
the  bustle  and  the  care  and  the  anguish  is 
ended. 

They  are  blessed  too,  because  their  works 
do  follow  them.  They  carry  with  them  to 
another  world  the  moral  excellencies  which 
they  have  acquired  in  this,  and  which  have 
prepared  them  for  a  state  of  perfect  purity. 
What  they  have  done  is  not  lost.  Their  acts 
of  beneficence,  their  piety,  their  personal 
righteousness,  the  fidelity  and  courage  with 
which  they  have  kept  the  faith,  compose  the 
bright  robe,  which  admits  them  to  the  socie- 
ty of  angels.  They  pass  into  a  state  of  ex- 
istence, where  their  good  dispositions  will  be 
called  into  perpetual  exercise,  and  their  in- 
tellectual vigour  and  their  love  of  knowledge 
will  forever  increase  ;  where  truth  will  be 
unveiled,  and  the  design  of  God  in  creating 
the  universe,  and  the  end  of  his  mysterious 
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^isf^ensations,  and  the  perfections  of  his  own 
character,  will  be  seen  more  clearly.  They 
who  have  cultivated  an  ardent  love  of  truth, 
and  they  who  have  taught  their  hearts  to  feel 
the  charms  of  virtue,  will  enter  into  a  state 
congenial  with  their  habits,  and  in  which 
these  habits  will  be  an  endless  source  of  felic- 
ity. No  prejudices,  of  which  it  is  as  hard 
to  be  sensible  as  to  be  divested,  will  obstruct 
the  mind  in  its  progress ;  no  unsocial  affec- 
tion will  obtrude  itself,  nor  doubts,  nor  false- 
hood :  for  the  Lamb,  that  is  in  the  midst  of 
the  throne,  will  guide  his  followers,  and  lead 
them  to  fountains  of  living  water. 

This  is  a  consummation,  my  friends,  to 
which  we  should  all  aspire,  and  which  we 
may  gain,  by  living  in  the  faith  of  Christ 
and  in  the  practice  of  his  precepts.  Let  us 
endeavour  to  be  followers  of  them,  who  sus- 
tained this  character  while  living,  and  have 
departed  in  peace.  When  we  see  the  right- 
eous, as  we  have  recently  seen,  passing  from 
our  eyes  and  our  affections  to  inherit  the 
Christian  promises,  let  us  remember  what 
they  once  were,  and  what  they  have  gained, 

and  comfort  one  another  with  these  words* 
3 


SECOND  SERMON, 


^^  (^2^^ '2^''- ^2- 


FSALM  XXXVII.   18. 

-^THE     LORD    KNOWETH     THE     DAYS     OF     THE    UPRIGHT. 

IN  this  psalm  David  takes  a  view 
of  the  different  states  of  the  righteous  and 
the  wicked.  The  language  appears  to  refer 
to  the  rewards,  which  God  bestows,  and  to 
the  punishments,  which  he  inflicts,  in  the 
present  world  ;  not  in  that  world,  which  is 
beyond  the  grave.  For  it  was  addressed  to 
a  nation,  which  was  chosen  by  the  Lord  to 
be  his  peculiar  people  ;  which  was  under  a 
theocracy,  that  is,  of  which  God   was  the 
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king,  and  who  sanctioned  his  laws  by  tem-f^ 
poral  happiness  and  misery.  But  by  such 
an  interpretation  as  we,  who  are  enUghten- 
ed  with  the  revelation  of  Christianity,  are 
accustomed  to  make  of  the  Old  Testament, 
the  psalm  may  be  applied  to  the  rewards 
and  punishments,  which  are  future.  In 
this  sense  its  promises  and  threats  are  strict- 
ly true  in  the  present  age  ;  whilst  in  many 
instances  they  fail  of  being  any  longer  ap- 
plicable in  the  sense,  in  which  they  were 
originally  expressed.  Adopting  the  spirit- 
ual explanation,  one  of  the  most  consoling 
passages  of  the  psalm  is  contained  in  the 
words,  which  I  have  chosen  for  my  text, 
The  Lord  knoweth  the  days  of  the  upright. 
I  purpose  to  discourse  briefly  on  these 
words ;  and  I  will  endeavour  to  show  what 
is  implied  in  them,  and  what  uses  may  be 
made  of  the  truths  which  they  teach. 

I.  By  the  days  of  the  upright,  in  this 
passage,  is  to  be  understood  the  life  of  the 
righteous,  as  it  flows  on  from  day  to  day. 
God  is  acquainted  with  their  life  ;  that  is» 
with  all  that  they  act,  or  speak,  or  think. 
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He  observes  their  actions.  Their  deeds 
of  piety  are  seen  by  him.  Their  acts  of 
charity,  though  many  of  them  are  secrets  to 
the  world,  are  performed  under  the  eye  of 
God.  He  regards  the  fidelity,  with  which 
they  discharge  the  various  duties  arising 
from  the  relations,  in  which  they  stand  to 
their  families,  and  to  the  societies  with 
which  they  are  connected.  He  beholds 
their  acts  of  self-denial,  which  leads  them  to 
prefer  virtue  to  pleasure ;  of  humility, 
which  induces  them  to  honour  others  more 
than  themselves  ;  of  patience,  which  enables 
them  to  endure  with  cheerfulness  the  evils 
sent  by  Providence  ;  of  benevolence,  which 
causes  them  to  take  an  animated  and  inter- 
esting part  in  every  thing,  that  concerns  the 
happiness  of  their  fellow  creatures. 

God  observes  their  words.  He  sees  with 
what  discretion  they  govern  their  tongues ; 
and  how  carefully  they  avoid  uttering  any 
thing,  which  might  dishonour  religion,  sully 
the  purity  of  the  innocent,  give  pain  to  a 
virtuous  mind,  or  injure  the  reputation  of 
an  absent  brother.  Though  the  temptations 
to  offend  here  are  stronger,  than  in  almost 
any  other  instance  of  moral  conduct,   and 
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the  crime  apparently  less  ;  yet  their  Maker 
with  complacence  observes,  that  they  never 
suffer  vanity,  or  self-love,  or  jealousy,  or 
envy,  to  give  a  loose  to  their  speech  ;  or 
to  entice  them  to  transgress  the  bounds, 
which  devotion,  chastity,  or  charity  pre-^ 
scribe. 

God  in  particular  observes  their  thoughts. 
These  motions  of  the  mind,  which  for  the 
most  part  are  unknown  to  the  world,  are 
not  unknown  to  that  allwise  Being,  who 
penetrates  the  human  heart.  He  sees  the 
secret  devotion,  which  glows  in  their  breast ; 
the  deep  contrition,  which  they  feel  for  the 
offences,  that  they  have  been  led  to  commit 
by  the  infirmity  of  human  nature ;  the  care, 
with  which  they  watch  over  their  thoughts ; 
their  ardent  wishes  for  perfection  ;  their 
fervent  resolutions  to  correct  whatever  is 
wrong  in  themselves,  and  to  assimilate 
themselves  still  more  to  the  divine  image  ; 
the  good  will,  which  they  cherish  to  all 
their  fellow  creatures  ;  and  the  sympathy 
and  tenderness,  which  are  excited  within 
them  by  a  view  of  the  miseries  of  mankind. 

God  observes  these  things  with  delight ; 
but  this  is  not  all :    he  notes  them  in  his 


book  J  and  he  determines  to  reward  them 
with  peace  of  heart  in  the  present  worlds 
and  with  everlasting  happiness  in  another 
state.  The  Supreme  Being  is  a  spectator  of 
every  thing  which  passes  here  below ;  but 
he  is  not  an  indifferent  spectator  :  he  looks 
at  the  upright  with  the  eye  of  benevolence, 
that  he  may  support  and  bless  them ;  that 
by  the  joy,  with  which  he  fills  their  souls, 
he  may  encourage  them  to  persevere,  and 
inspire  them  with  new  motives  to  increase 
m  piety  and  virtue. 

II.  Such  are  the  truths,  which  are 
taught  in  the  text.  Important  uses  may  be 
made  of  them. 

The  good  man,  who  is  conscious  that  he 
is  acting  under  the  eye  of  God  ;  that  aiv 
omniscient  Being  beholds  all  that  he  does, 
and  all  that  he  thinks ;  and  that  he  will  as- 
suredly bless  his  virtuous  exertions ;  must 
Ire  inspired  with  a  courage  and  zeal,  which 
tio  obstacle  can  resist.  In  the  venerable 
presence  of  his  Judge,  he  is  afraid  to  trans- 
gress any  of  his  laws  ;  under  the  inspection 
of  his  Father  and  Friend,  gratitude  and  love 
restrain  him  from  forgetting  for  a  moment 


that  affection,  which  is  diie  to  the  best  Of 
beings. 

In  particular,  the  belief,  that  the  Lord 
knoweth  his  days,  supports  the  good  man 
under  the  various  temptations  and  trials,  to 
which  he  is  subjected  in  the  present  state  5 
for  he  i^  convinced  that  they  are  sent  upon 
him,  not  in  cruelty,  but  mercyi  The  temp- 
tations, to  which  he  is  exposed,  are  designed 
to  give  strength  to  his  resolutions  and  firm- 
ness to  his  virtue  ;  to  render  him  a  vigilant, 
active,  and  intrepid  servant  of  God.  The 
trials  and  afflictions,  through  which  he  is 
made  to  pass,  are  intended  to  purify  his  soul 
from  every  thing  which  is  earthly,  to  asso^ 
ciate  it  with  heavenly  objects,  and  to  raise  ic 
to  the  Being,  who  is  the  fountain  of  ineffa- 
ble bliss. 

The  text  then  contains  important  mean- 
ings and  uses.  You  will  not  be  surprised, 
my  brethren,  that  I  have  selected  it  on  this 
occasion  ;  for  you  perceive  its  application  to 
the  respectable  woman,  whose  remains  in 
the  past  week  we  conveyed  to  the  tomb. 
The  high  rank,  which  she  had  attained  in 
th^  church  of  Christ  by  her  piety  and  sane- 


tity,  her  venerable  old  age,  my  long  ac« 
quaintance  with  her  character,  and  the 
strong  ties  of  friendship  and  gratitude,  with 
which  I  have  been  bound  to  her,  will  justi^ 
fy  me  in  taking  more  particular  notice  of 
her,  than  has  been  usual  from  this  pulpit. 
You  would  not  pardon  me,  if  I  should  suf- 
fer so  excellent  a  christian  to  pass  off  the 
stage,  without  giving  her  my  applause  ;  for 
you  believe  with  me,  that  the  contemplation 
of  her  example  will  be  useful  to  you  and 
your  children. 

Our  respected  friend  was  the  daughter  of 
an  eminent  merchant,  who  was  distinguish^ 
ed  for  his  honour,  his  probity,  and  his  gen- 
erosity. He  was  a  pillar  of  this  society,  a 
strict,  conscientious,  rational,  and  devout 
churchman.  At  the  period  in  which  he 
flourished,  the  church  of  England  might  be 
considered  as  one  of  the  most  liberal  relig- 
ious institutions  in  the  country.  It  had 
adopted  none  of  the  peculiar  doctrines  of 
Geneva ;  but  its  preachers  inculcated  good 
morals,  and  laid  little  stress  on  mere  faith. 
This  is  evident,  not  only  from  tradition,  but 
from  the  sermons,  which  are  left  in  print  by 
the  episcopal  clergymen  of  that  age.  Such 
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was  the  religion,  which  her  father  believed  5 
and  this  he  taught  to  his  children.     He  was 
a  man  of  piety  ;    and  he  spent  much  time 
with  his  family,  not  only  in  church,  but  in 
his   house,   in  devotional    exercises.      Her 
mother    was    a   devout    and    accomplished 
woman ;    and    she  educated    her  daughters 
in  the  strictest  principles    and  manners    of 
purity,     delicacy,    and    virtue.       Thus  our 
friend  was  good  and  religious  from  her  in*- 
fancy  ;    but  her  goodness  had  nothing  in  it, 
which    was    repulsive ;     and    her    religion, 
nothing,  which  was  sour  or  austere.     Born 
in  the  former  part  of  the  last  century,  she 
received  the  education,    which  was  usually 
bestowed  on  refined  women  at  that  period. 
In    her  might  be  seen    what  is    sometimes 
styled  the  manners  of  the  old  school :    her 
deportment  was  erect,  stately,  and  dignifi- 
ed ;    it  inspired  respect,  and  frequently  awe. 
But  her  intimate  friends,  attracted  by  her 
affability,    and  charmed  with  the   sprightli- 
ness  of  her  conversation,   soon  lost  the  un- 
easiness of  constraint ;  for  she  was  the  child 
of  fancy,  and  she  had  received  from  nature 
a  large  portion  of  wit,  which  flashed  in  cor- 
uscations, unexpected  and  beautiful.     Wit, 


which  is  always  delightful,  is  peculiarly  so, 
when  it  is  restrained  by  modesty,  candour, 
and  religion  ;  when,  like  hers,  it  discloses 
new  beauties  in  the  object,  on  which  it 
shines  ;  but  neither  dazzles  with  an  offen- 
sive flame  the  sight  of  the  innocent,  nor  is 
hurled  with  impious  boldness  against  the 
throne  of  God.  Her  conversation  was  not 
only  entertaining  by  its  wit,  but  also  in- 
structive by  its  good  sense.  Her  memory 
being  tenacious,  she  had  treasured  up  in  her 
mind  a  large  stock  of  knowledge,  which  she 
knew  how  to  clothe  in  the  graces  and  ele- 
gances of  language.  In  her  observations 
there  was  frequently  an  ingenuity  and  orig- 
inality, which  industry  may  in  vain  attempt 
to  reach,  but  which  genius  only  has  power 
to  bestow  on  her  favourite  sons  and  daugh- 
ters. Such  appeared  the  character  of  her 
mind,  when  more  than  thirty  years  ago  I 
became  first  acquainted  with  it.  Its  lustre 
undoubtedly  was  in  some  measure  dimmed 
by  age  ;  but  its  light  still  shone,  though  with 
enfeebled  rays,  till  the  last  years  of  her  life. 
As  she  had  endeavoured  from  her  earliest 
youth  to  make  herself  well  acquainted  with 
her  duty,  she  was  sensible  that  the  principal 
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part,  which  she  had  to  perform,  was  to  dis- 
charge with  fidelity  the  obligations,  imposed 
on  her  by  the  situations  and  relations,  in 
which  she  was  placed  by  divine  Providence  ; 
and  these  were  her  domestick  obligations. 
In  neatness,  order,  industry,  and  skill  in  the 
management  of  a  family,  she  may  justly  be 
proposed  as  a  model :  I  have  never  heard  of 
an  instance,  which  was  better  entitled  to  ap- 
probation ;  and  I  cannot  conceive  of  any 
thing  more  perfect.  Good  wives  are  so 
common  in  this  country,  that  great  merit  in 
this  relation  does  not  excite  any  distinguished 
applause ;  it  is  sufficient  to  say  of  her  there- 
fore, that  she  held  an  honourable  station 
among  this  numerous  class.  The  view,  in 
which  I  have  always  contemplated  her  char- 
acter with  most  delight,  is  that  of  a  mother. 
In  her  attention  and  affection  to  her  child- 
ren she  was  constant  and  unremitted.  She 
lived  chiefly  for  them  ;  and  the  principal 
object  of  her  cares  and  endeavours  was  to 
make  them  good  and  happy.  An  exquisite 
sensibility,  which  filled  her  heart,  rendered 
them  the  source  to  her  of  great  joy,  but  un- 
happily also  of  great  sorrow  ;  for  death  fre- 
quently entered  her  house,  and  tore  from  it 
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her  children.  The  loas  in  particular  of  one 
daughter,  who  sunk  into  the  grave  at  the 
interesting  age  of  fifteen,  whom  I  remember 
only  once  to  have  seen,  but  who  is  describe 
ed  by  all  who  knew  her,  to  have  been  as 
good  as  she  was  lovely,  embittered  many 
years  of  the  mother's  life.  But  God  educed 
many  blessings  from  this  afflictive  event ; 
and  doubtless  much  of  that  kind  sympathy 
toward  others,  for  which  she  was  distin- 
guished, flowed  from  this  fountain  of  her 
own  grief. 

In  another  relation  she  shone  with  equal 
lustre  ;  I  mean  that  of  a  mistress.  Merit 
is  not  as  common  in  this  character,  as  in 
that  of  a  mother ;  and  is  therefore  the  more 
highly  to  be  prized.  There  are  many  mis- 
tresses, who  satisfy  themselves  with  paying 
their  wages  to  the  young  women,  placed 
under  their  care,  and  with  treating  them 
with  general  kindness  and  indulgence  ;  but 
who  do  not  think  themselves  under  obliga- 
tions to  watch  over  their  morals,  or  to  in- 
struct them  in  the  doctrines  and  duties  of 
religion.  This  was  not  the  view,  which 
was  entertained  by  our  enlightened  friend  t 
she  gave  to  her  domesticks  the  same  relig- 
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ious  and  moral  instruction,  which  she  be- 
stowed on  her  children.  The  consequence 
was,  that  her  house  was  the  school  of  piety 
and  virtue ;  and  that  many  young  women, 
whom  she  had  trained  up,  became,  after 
they  were  settled  in  life,  as  respectable  for 
the  stations  which  they  held  in  society,  as 
they  were  for  their  purity  and  goodness. 

That  her  active  virtue  was  not  confined 
within  the  walls  of  her  own  house,  the  poor 
of  this  church,  as  well  as  many  other  dis- 
tressed persons,  will  bear  witness.  They 
will  say,  that  charity  to  the  indigent  was 
the  grace,  which  was  most  conspicuous  in 
her  character :  to  them  it  appeared  that  her 
chief  employment  was  to  take  care  of  the 
wretched.  The  duty  of  compassion  had 
been  so  long  practised  by  her,  that  it  had 
become  a  habit.  She  was  constantly  seek- 
ing objects,  on  whom  she  might  bestow  her 
alms  ;  or  contriving  means  for  the  relief  of 
those,  wuth  whom  she  was  acquainted.  But 
her  sympathy  was  not  excited  only  by  the 
poor ;  she  took  a  tender  part  in  all  the  sor- 
rows  of  her  friends,  whatever  might  be  their 
source.  She  wept  with  them,  when  they 
v/ept ;    and  she  rejoiced  with  them,  when 
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tliey  were  prosperous  and  happy  ;  for  her 
heart  was  as  benevolent,  as  it  was  enlarged  : 
God  dwelt  in  it ;  and  he  it  was,  by  whom 
it  was  filled  and  expanded. 

I  have  already  suggested,  that  she  began 
her  life  with  the  practice  of  religion  ;  and  I 
would  now  add,  that  piety  continued  to 
adorn  her  character,  as  long  as  consciousness 
remained.  She  spent  much  of  her  time  in 
acts  of  devotion,  and  in  reading  the  sacred 
scriptures  and  other  religious  books.  This 
was  her  frequent  employment  in  the  days  of 
health  and  prosperity  ;  and  it  constituted  al- 
most her  sole  occupation  during  the  last  year 
of  her  life,  which  was  passed  in  bodily  pain, 
but  the  anguish  of  which  was  alleviated  by 
prayer,  by  christian  patience,  and  by  resigna- 
tion to  the  divine  will.  Happily  she  died  at 
last  without  distress,  and  glided  insensibly  to 
the  grave,  her  countenance  brightening  more 
and  more  with  the  light  of  heaven,  as  she 
approached  the  celestial  regions. 

I  pretend  not  to  say,  that  she  was  exempt 
from  faults.  Those,  who  have  heard  of  her 
eminent  purity,  charity,  and  devotion,  may 
perhaps  be  ready  to  suspect,  that  though  she 
was  free  from  all  other  weaknesses,  yet  that 
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she  might  be  proud  of  her  religion  and  sanc- 
tity. But  those,  who  judge  in  this  manner, 
are  unacquainted  with  her  character.  If  she 
was  distinguished  for  any  virtue,  It  was  for 
humiUty.  She  thought  not  highly  of  her 
attainments  in  piety  and  goodness.  So  far 
from  obtaining  a  full  assurance  that  God 
approved  her,  she  was  frequently  alarmed 
with  the  apprehension,  that  she  was  not  the 
object  of  his  complacence  ;  and  these  fears 
she  entertained,  not  only  in  the  last  years  of 
her  life,  when  it  may  be  supposed  that  her 
mind  was  in  some  degree  impaired  by  age 
and  disease,  but  in  many  former  moments  of 
ease  and  health.  These  alarms  were  not 
occasioned  by  superstitious  notions,  but  by 
the  consciousness,  which  she  appeared  to 
possess,  of  the  imperfection  of  her  moral 
and  religious  character.  She  had  undoubt- 
edly exalted  her  standard  of  duty  to  an  ele- 
vated point,  to  the  height  which  Jesus  reach- 
ed, but  which  probably  no  man  or  wom- 
an ever  attains  in  the  present  world  ;  and 
It  is  no  wonder,  when  she  compared  her 
life  with  the  life  of  her  Saviour,  that  the 
perfection,  at  which  she  aimed,  was  beyond 
her  acquisition.       I    do  not   condemn  her 


doubts ;  for  I  believe  that  they  are  apt  to 
enter  every  mind,  which  is  accustomed  to 
self-examination.  The  best  consolation, 
which  even  the  most  pious  and  virtuous  can 
obtain  in  this  world,  is  the  persuasion,  that 
God  is  good,  though  they  are  imperfect ; 
and  the  utmost,  which  they  can  expect  in 
their  last  moments,  is,  like  this  excellent 
christian,  to  hope  with  trembling. 

Her  life  and  character  inculcate  several 
useful  lessons.  I  have  taken  this  view  of 
them,  not  only  that  I  might  pay  the  tribute 
of  respect,  which  is  due  to  her  memory,  but 
that  I  might  impress  these  lessons  on  your 
minds. 

Her  example  teaches  the  benefit  of  early 
piety  and  virtue.  The  full  advantage  of 
these  acquisitions  cannot  be  enjoyed,  ex- 
cept by  those  who  have  made  them  in  the 
morning  of  their  days,  and  who  have  never 
lost  them.  This  is  in  particular  true  of  the 
female  sex.  When  women  deviate  into 
vice,  it  is  in  their  power  to  repent ;  and 
there  is  no  doubt,  when  they  do  repent, 
their  Maker  will  forgive  them  :  but  repent- 
ance can  only  heal  them ;    it  cannot  restore 
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the  native  blush  of  innocence  ;  it  cannot  re- 
move the  scars  of  deformity,  which  vice^ 
even  when  it  is  expelled,  always  leaves  in 
the  character.  No,  my  young  friends,  you 
cannot  become  completely  respectable  in  this 
world,  unless,  like  the  departed  saint,  who 
was  so  much  the  object  of  your  veneration, 
you  have  been  always  good  and  always 
pious. 

Another  lesson,  which  her  example  incul- 
cates, is,  that  though  virtue  must  not  look  for 
its  perfect  reward,  till  it  reaches  paradise  5 
yet  that  God  seldom  fails  to  crown  it  with 
honour  even  in  the  present  scene.  Its  nat- 
ural tendency  is  to  produce  tranquillity^ 
cheerfulness,  health,  long  life,  the  love  of 
friends,  the  esteem  of  the  wise,  and  the 
admiration  of  all.  Our  departed  friend  en-^ 
joyed  in  a  great  measure  all  these  blessings  ; 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  they  were 
the  fruits  of  her  moral  and  religious  quali- 
ties. The  attention  of  her  children  in  par- 
ticular, which  contributed  so  much  to  the 
comfort  and  happiness  of  her  latter  years, 
was  the  necessary  effect  of  her  own  good 
conduct  as  a  parent :  it  was  the  unavoidable 
result  of  that  gratitude  which  was  due  to 
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the  care  and  tenderness,  with  which  sh© 
had  watched  over  them  in  their  infant  and 
youthful  days.  You  have  then,  my  hearers, 
every  motive  to  be  virtuous.  Goodness 
and  piety  render  you  respectable  in  this 
world ;  and  still  greater  rewards  are  to  be 
expected  in  another  world :  they  will  fill 
you  with  immortal  bliss,  and  irradiate  you 
with  immortal  glory. 

Finally,  another  lesson,  which  her  exam- 
ple inculcates,  is,  that  the  virtuous  are  not 
only  a  blessing  to  their  families,  whilst  they 
live,  but  also  after  their  decease.     The  char- 
acter, which  our  departed  friend  has  left  be- 
hind her,  is  a  rich  legacy  to  her  children 
and  grandchildren.     It  reflects  a  lustre  upon 
them,  which    will   long  continue  to  shine, 
and  which  will  last  through   many  future 
generations.     I  hope  it  will  have  its  proper 
effect  on   their    minds,  particularly  on  the 
minds  of  the  younger  branches  of  the  fami- 
ly ;    and  that  it  will  induce  them  to  copy 
her  virtues^     But  the  instruction  is  address- 
ed not  only  to  them,  but  to  us  all.      It  is  a 
voice  from  the  tomb,  solemn  and  affection- 
ate ;    and  it  is  the  only  one,  which  we  can 
now  hear :   for  we  shall  no  more  see  her  in 
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the  house  of  prayer;  we  shall  not  again 
meet  her  at  the  table  of  the  Lord :  God  has 
laid  his  hand  upon  her,  and  she  sleeps ;  but 
we  trust  she  sleeps  in  Jesus;  and  that  we 
shall  meet  her  again  in  the  city  of  the  great 
King,  when  it  has  been  renovated  by  the 
power  of  the  Almighty, 
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Tfes  following  Notices  of  Madam  Bulfinch  appeared  k\ 
the  public  news-papers. 

Extract  from  the  Boston  Gazette  o/"  Feb.  20,  1815". 

On  the  evening  of  the  15th  Instant  departed 
this  life.  Madam  SUSAN  BULFINCH,  aged  81 
years,  relict  of  the  late  Dr.  Thomas  Bulfinch,  and 
daughter  of  Charles  Apthorp,  Esq.  formerly  a  dis- 
tinguished merchant  of  this  town.  Few  persons  have 
acted  their  part  in  life  more  honourably,  or  left  behind 
them  a  more  revered  and  cherished  memory,  than 
this  respectable  lady.  Nature  had  given  her  intel- 
lectual powers  of  uncommon  vigour  j  and  she  had  cul- 
tivated them  in  early  life  with  great  assiduity,  and 
adorned  them  by  various  reading,  and  by  habitual  in- 
tercourse with  improved  society.  There  was  a  pro- 
priety and  decorum  in  her  manners,  a  strength,  rich- 
ness, variety,  knowledge  of  life,  candour,  and  cheer- 
fulness in  her  conversation,  which  endeared  her  to 
all  who  had  the  privilege  of  her  acquaintance.  Her 
reverence  for  the  Supreme  Being  was  unfeigned  and 
constant.  This  principle  supported  her  through  se- 
vere afflictions,  and  became  the  parent  of  many  virtues. 
She  was  a  Christian  from  conviction,  from  a  careful 
study  of  the  Scriptures,  from  an  enlightened  and  up- 
right mind.  She  was  a  Christian  too,  without  an 
exclusive  spirit  or  bigotry,  conscious  of  her  infirmities, 
and  looking  to  Heaven  for  light  and  assistance  and 
forgiveness.  In  the  relations  of  private  life,  as  a  wife, 
a  mother,  a  friendtj  and  patroness  of  the  poor,  an  at- 
tentive consoler  of  the  sorrowful,  a  friend  to  all  prac- 
ticable modes  of  beneficence,  she  exhibited  the  divine 
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spirit  of  Christianity.     Her  life,  thus  «dorned  with 
moral  and  intellectual  graces^  terminated  in  a  serene, 
dignified  and  venerated  old  age.      Death   advanced 
slowly  and  without  terrours,  and  this  ripe  shock  of 
corn  was  at  length  gathered  in  its  season. 


Extract  from  the  A'ew- England  Palladium  of  Feb.  21, 1815. 

Departed  this  life,  on  the  1 5th  inst.  in  the 
81st.  year  of  her  age.  Madam  SUSAN  BULFINCH, 
relict  of  Dr.  Thomas  Bulfinch,  and  daughter  of 
Charles  Apthorp,  Esq.  formerly  a  distinguished 
merchant  and  eminent  citizen  of  this  town. — Her 
remains  were  yesterday  respectfully  deposited  in  the 
silent  tomb. 

This  exemplary  woman  was  endowed,  by  the  Giv- 
er of  all  Good,  with  a  firm  mind  and  extraordinary 
powers  of  understanding,  which  were  cultivated  with 
care  by  education,  and  exercised  and  increased 
through  life  by  diligent  reading  and  accurate  obser- 
vation. Long  will  her  numerous  and  extensive  ac- 
quaintance dwell  with  pleasure  on  the  recollection  of 
her  distinguished  social  powers  j  on  the  brilliancy  of 
her  conversation,  marked  by  candour  and  sincerity, 
and  enriched  from  the  stores  of  an  extensive  mem- 
ory ;  and  on  the  solid  instructions  of  her  matured 
and  well-regulated  judgment.  Persons  of  all  ages 
and  of  both  sexes,  can  bear  testimony  to  the  charm 
of  her  manners,  and  to  the  dignity,  softened  by  the 
smile  of  benevolence,  with  which  she,  as  it  were,  pre- 
sided in  the  centre  of  the  social  circle.  Her  clear 
^ense  of  duty,  warmed  by  the  feelings  of  a  most  afFec- 
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tioriate  heart,  led  lier  to  acquit  herself  with  2eal  in 
the  various  relations  of  an  attentive  child,  of  an  affec- 
tionate wife,  of  the  instructive  and  devoted  mother, 
of  the  cordial  and  sympathising  friend.  Her  religion 
was  sincere  and  fervent,  but  not  gloomy.  With  an 
unshaken  trust  in  the  providence  of  God,  she  enjoy- 
ed the  favours  he  bestowed,  with  cheerful  piety ;  and 
ehdured  the  troubles  and  varied  cares  of  a  long  liffe 
with  firmness  and  pious  resignation.  Of  a  constitu- 
tion of  body  naturally  delicate,  she  bore  with  pa- 
tience the  numerous  pains  with  which  she  was  tried, 
and  seemed  always  a  living  evidence  of  a  superiour 
and  immortal  part,  rising  above  the  weakness  of  hu- 
man nature. 

Her  last  and  distressing  illness  was  borne  with  such 
composure,  such  patience,  that  her  chamber  exhibited 
a  fit  temple  for  religion,  and  the  true  portal  of  a 
heavenly  world.  With  benevolence  toward  every 
member  of  the  Christian  family,  her  warmest  feelings 
were  reserved  for  those  of  her  own  communion.  By 
her  punctual  and  regular  attendance  on  the  services 
and  ordinances  of  religion,  she  displayed  her  thor- 
ough conviction  of  its  truth  and  her  confidence  in  its 
promises.  The  poor  of  all  descriptions  found  her  an 
able  adviser  and  a  bountiful  friend.  To  pass  through 
the  successive  stages  of  life  with  propriety,  exhibiting 
in  each,  a  bright  display  of  the  virtues  most  appropri- 
ate thereto ;  to  give  an  example  to  immediate  de- 
scendants and  to  society  at  large ;  to  glorify  God,  by 
making  the  existence  he  has  bestowed,  an  universal 
blessing,  and  by  evidencing  a  correct  model  of  the 
Christian  character  j  these  are  the  purposes  for 
which  human  beings  are  sent  into  this  transitory  and 
lower  world;   and  where  these  duties  are  well  per- 


formed,  as  they  uniformly  have  been  by  the  subject 
of  this  memoir,  the  survivors  should  not  sorrow  as 
those  who  have  no  hope :  but  may  rest  assured,  that 
her  reward  will  be  great,  in  a  higher  and  better  state 
of  existence. 


JVe  have  also  received  the  following  from  another  hand. 

THIS  estimable  lady  was  distinguished  for 
her  superiour  powers  of  mind,  her  clear  and  decisive 
judgment,  her  strong  and  regulated  affections,  her 
fine  literary  taste,  and  for  her  consistent  and  charita- 
ble religious  sentiments.  In  her,  society  loses  no  un- 
interej^ted  spectator  of  passing  events  whether  public 
or  private  ; — the  poor  lose  the  friend  whose  ready 
and  attentive  ear  was  open  to  their  griefs,  and  whose 
active  mind  was  never  tired  of  affording  relief. 

To  her  family  she  has  been  a  dignified  and  distin- 
guished ornament  and  head,  to  society  an  example  of 
a  life  spent  in  the  constant  practice  of  those  impor- 
tant duties,  which  ennoble  the  Christian  character. 
Her  course  is  completed.  Nothing  which  mortality 
could  do  was  left  undone,  and  she  is  now  gone  to  re- 
ceive the  reward  of  her  labours. 


